
442 MINES AND MINERALS 

Bounties.—Government bounties or subsidies for protective duties on various 
minerals have been paid in the past years; for further details see Section 6, Part I 
of Chapter XXII on Domestic Trade. 

Section 2.—Summary of Mineral Production 

The importance of mineral production as compared with other primary 
industries in Canada is indicated in Chapter XI while its part in the foreign trade 
of Canada is dealt with in Chapter XXIII, Part II, especially Section 3, Subsections 
2 and 5. 

Subsection 1.—Value and Volume of Mineral Production 

Historical Statistics.—Definite records of the annual value of mineral 
production go back only to 1886, although actual production began with the earliest 
settlements. The figures given in Table 1 are not strictly comparable throughout 
the whole period, minor changes having been adopted in methods of computing 
both the metallic content of ores sold and the valuations of the products. Earlier 
methods resulted in a somewhat higher value than those now in use would have 
shown. However, the changes do not interfere with the general usefulness of the 
figures in showing the broad trends in the mineral industry. 

1.—Value of Mineral Production, 1886-1946 
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1 Beginning with 1931, exchange equalization on gold production is included, 
revision. 

2 Subject to 

Current Production.—The depression beginning in 1930 had a profound effect 
upon the production of minerals in Canada. The decline in general commodity 
prices and the increased price of gold provided a two-fold stimulus to production 
and, as in the 1920's, output of gold was increased. This rise in the price of gold 
since 1931 ($20-67 per fine ounce in 1931 to $38-50, Canadian funds, in 1945) 
resulted in the mines being able to produce from ore that was hitherto unprofitable, 


